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Introduction

Th i s expos i t i on a f f o rds a b i rd ’ s eye - v i ew o f t he se l ec t wo rks o f S hob ha B roo ta f r om t he 

beg inn i ng s o f he r a r t i s t i c ca ree r - - ea r l y n i ne t een s i x t i e s , t o t he p resen t momen t . And , as i t i s 

w i t h a l l p e r seve r i ng p a in te r s , he r a r t i s t i c p ro f i l e ove r t ime i s seen t o b ecome eve r mo re 

i nev i t ab le , pa i ns tak i ng l y honed t o a r azo r f i ne . I f t hen we we re a l so t o no t e ce r t a i n va r i a t i ons , 

i n med ia o r gen re , i n t he bod y o f he r me t i e r , such imag ina l sh i f t s wou ld appea r , a l l t he mo re 

t o have l ed t o a s i ng u la r i t y , a sub t l e t y , as we l l a s s imp l i c i t y i n t he wo rk i ng ou t o f he r 

sub seq uen t compos i t i ons , so much so as t o be token an env i ab le mas t e r y o f t he c ra f t i ng o f a 

mean ing fu l a r t . S o t hen , a t t he apex o f t he wo rks , we can w i t hou t d emur mu rmur : t he a r t i s t 

l i ves b y t he ad o t ha t ‘ r i peness i s a l l . ’

Wha t t houg h a re t he ch i e f c r i t e r i a o f t he p a in te r ’ s key compos i t i ons? - - an a r t t ha t i s 

i n t eg ra t i ve , as much as t r anspa ren t o f t he i nne r sp i r i t ; an i l l um inan t , i f i n an i ndesc r ibab le 

sense ; abe t t i ng i n t he i n t e r r e l a t ed ness o f ou r se l ves w i t h t he  wo r ld t ha t i nexo rab l y t u rns 

a round us . S ome t imes t h i s o rd e r o f a r t can t ake on i n -exp l i c i t f o r ms bu t wh ich s t i l l a r e 

i n t ense l y a f f ec t i ve s i nce t hey r e f l ec t q u i n t essen t i a l aspec t s o f each and a l l o f us ; ac t as 

r em ind e rs o f l i f e ’ s d eepe r sou rces and goa l s . A t o t he r momen t s t he wo rks a f f ec t a ba lance 

b e tween d i ve r se o r d i v i s i ve e l emen t s ; a t t a i n a p ropo r t i ona l i t y and ha rmony t ha t r esona tes 

t h roughou t a v i ewe r ’ s b e i ng . Th i s i n t u rn has t he e f f ec t o f commun ica t i ng un i ve r sa l , t ha t i s , 

ob jec t i ve p r i nc ip l es o f cohes ion such as g i ve us t he f ee l o f ce r t a i n t y ab ou t t he ve r y na tu re o f 

r ea l i t y , and o f ou r r e l a t i onsh ip t o t he su rm i sed Who le - - da t um o f c l ean c i r c l es , f l ow ing do t s 

and l i nes .

Keshav Ma l i k
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W e a r e a l l b o r n … t h e n w e g o t h r o u g h c o n d i t i o n i n g . W e a r e t a u g h t t o l i v e i n a c e r t a i n w a y . 

S l o w l y w e g e t b o u n d b y b e a u t i f u l f r i l l s o f l i f e . W e l i v e b l i n d l y t h i n k i n g t h i s i s i t , b u t 

somewhe re d eep down , I knew t h i s was no t t r ue l i f e . I t ’ s a l l mad e up o f conven iences . 

Once I r ea l i zed t h i s , I su r r ende red . I f ound t he re i s ano the r r ea lm o f ex i s t ence f r om whe re 

l i f e i s b e i n g g u i d e d .  I n s u r r e n d e r , t h e r e i s n o l o n g e r a n y f i g h t a n d s t r u g g l e w i t h i n … l i f e 

s imp l y f l ows . sb
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Much i s ach ieved when I l i ve i n s i l ence . My wo rk i s a j ou rney i n sea rch o f my own se l f . I t i s 

t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f s p a c e , c o l o r , e x p a n s e a n d m o v e m e n t , t h r o u g h w h i c h I t r a v e l i n t o t h i s 

mys t i ca l wo r ld . My wo rk i s gea red t owa rd s a s i l en t i nne r commun ica t i on . sb
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The l ove o f beau t y ( as t he b eau t y o f l o ve i n t he t o t a l i t y o f i t s mean ings ) i s one such i ns t ance 

o f t he exp e r i ence o f ce r t a i n t y . Such i s t he k i nsh ip o f Shob ha ' s a r t . km
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S h o b h a ' s w o r k d o e s n o t a l l o w r e p r i e v e - i t i s o n l y d e s i g n e d f o r t h o s e m i n d f u l o n e s w h o a r e 

exac t i ng , ca t ho l i c i n t as te , i n sea rch o f t he g rea te r mean ing . km 
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My j ou rney has been a p rog ress i on f r om de t a i l ed r ea l i sm t o ‘ e ssence - i sm . sb
Fo r me , c rea t i v i t y i s an exp lo ra t i on w i t h i n my i nne r b e ing , whe re i n t u i t i veness and sp on tane i t y 

t akes me beyond t he l im i t s o f my t h i nk i ng -m ind i n t o no -m ind . sb
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S i t t i ng i n s i l e nc e be fo re a b l a nk ca nvas , I c on tem p l a te . sb

I n t u i t i ve l y , I s t a r t app l y i ng p igmen t l a ye r b y l aye r , me rg ing one t one w i t h t he o the r , one co l o r 

w i t h t h e o t h e r … . p l a y i n g w i t h t h e s t r u c t u r a l f o r m a t i o n … a n d s u d d e n l y I r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e i s 

no t h i ng mo re t o i t . The wo rk comp le t es b y i t se l f . sb
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I have used t he expe r i ence o f con t r ac t i on and exp ans ion i n numerous ways i n my wo rk , 

and l i f e . sb  
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I t r y my bes t t o shed a l l t ha t i s unnecessa ry and come t o t he m in im um i n exp ress i on . sb
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The wo rk , on t he su r f ace , i s s imp le , b ecause t h i s same s imp l i c i t y i s ap p l i cab le t o t he f ac t t ha t 

a l l o f us a re d i f f e ren t ye t we a re a l l human . Human? I n t he sense t ha t t he wo rk i s i n t eg ra t i ve 

r a t he r t han d i s i n t eg ra t i ve . The f ee l o f t he sac ra l comes o f t h i s a l l - embrac ingness . km

3938



T h e gen re i s i n c l us i ve , no t ex c l us i ve . km
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The re i s d ig n i t y i n he r comp os i t i ons f o r she i s by na t u re cons id e ra t e and cou r t eous . The re i s 

sp eech bu t i t i s t o t he p o in t . He r wo rk i s p r ima ry , a commun ion o f se l f w i t h sou l . km

4746
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A l l c r e a t i o n i s b o r n f r o m N o t h i n g n e s s a n d l e a d s i n t o N o t h i n g n e s s . T h e p r o c e s s o f c r e a t i o n 

g i ves me j oy , and i ns igh t , i n t o t he r ea lm o f e t e rn i t y . sb I f ee l b l essed b e ing a p a r t i c ipan t i n t h i s e t e rna l d rama , o f know ing No th i ng ness . sb
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O f ten S hobha has t i t l ed he r wo rks 'OR I G INS ' ; t ha t , f o r t he sou l mus t r emember i t s h i s t o r y , and 

b y so r ememb er i ng t o r ece i ve t he g i f t o f po i se , l ea rn mod e ra t i on . km

5756



5958





A r t i s t s l i k e h e r e n a c t t h e d r a m a o f h u m a n c o n s c i o u s n e s s . T h e r a p p o r t i s w i t h t h e t e n s a n d 

m i l l i ons o f ga l ax i es t ha t i nhab i t space - t ime ; and a l l t h i s w i t h a v i ew t ha t we a re a l i t t l e mo re 

o f se l ves , a l i t t l e mo re a l i ve . km

6362
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Jus t a f l i c ke r ca n r e ve a l m ys te r i es . sb

6766



I a sp i r e t o f e e l t h e l im i t l e ssn ess o f t he imma te r i a l . . . . . . t h rough t he  l im i t s o f t he ma t e r i a l . sb

6968
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The d i sc ip l i ne , p repa ra t i on , e f f o r t , con t emp la t i on , as t he mus ica l  sense o f t he i nne r ea r  t ha t 

h a v e g o n e i n t o t h e s e w o r k s i s  p a l p a b l e a n d o n e w o u l d n o t e v e n d a r e t o s u m i t u p o r e v e n 

ou t l i ne i t . km
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A t t h e m o s t b a s i c l e v e l , n o t h i n g c a n b e c o n s i d e r e d w o r t h y , b u t t h e u n i f i e d m i g h t b e 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l c r i t e r i a f o r a n y a r t i s t r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n 

b e tween c ra f t spe rson , ' f i ne ' o r app l i ed a r t i s t . The q ua l i t y t hen we m ig h t sug g es t t ha t s igna l s 

t he d i f f e rence b e tween wo rks o f a r t i s t he p owe r o f un i t y t hey ach ieve . km
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My i n t r i n s i c r e l a t i onsh ip w i t h mus ic t akes me d eep i n t o t he wo r ld o f r esonance , as ab s t r ac t i on 

and med i t a t i on ; and wh ich a l l p e rhaps t hen r e f l ec t s i n my wo rk . sb
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S h o b h a ' s w o r k s , i n w h a t e v e r m e d i u m , d o n o t c l a i m a n y w h i f f o f h o l i n e s s . N o t a t a l l . R a t h e r 

t h e y a r e h e r e f f o r t t o u n d e r s t a n d a n d w o r k w i t h i n t h e b o u n d a r i e s  o f a n a g e - o l d c o n v e n t i o n , 

t ha t o f t he bas i c ha rmony o r pu r i t y o f t he und e r l y i ng r ea l i t y , as o f i nne r r ea l i t y . km

91



9392



9594



97



9998



101100



103102



I ? - a w i t ness t o t he Sou rce f r om whence a l l my c rea t i ve exp ress i on f l ow . I t i s a con t i nuous 

movemen t wh ich g i ves shape t o my c rea t i ons . I t seems t he re i s no b eg inn i ng and no end t o 

t h i s f l ow . E ach wo rk i s j u s t a f r ac t i on o f t he con t i nu i t y o f t h i s e t e rna l m ovemen t . sb
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S ta r t i ng wo rk f r om t he cen t r e and mov ing t owa rds t he p e r iphe ry i s an unend ing p rocess . I f ee l 

t he cen t r e i s t he p l ace o f r e f uge . I t t a kes one w i t h i n and t ha t i s whe re , f i na l l y , I wou ld l i ke t o 

r es t . sb
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Self Portrait 1971
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Bo rn , De lh i - 1943 ; D ip l oma i n F i ne A r t s , Co l l ege o f A r t , De lh i - 1964 ; Mas te r s Deg ree i n V oca l 

I n d i a n c l a s s i c a l - 1 9 6 2 . R e c i p i e n t o f A w a r d s b y A I F A C S a n d S a h i t y a K a l a P a r i s h a d , D e l h i ; 

scho la r sh ip s and f e l l owsh ips by M in i s t r y o f Cu l t u re , I nd ia . I n add i t i on t o so l o shows s i nce 1965 

i n I n d i a . S c h o o G a l l e r y i n A m s t e r d a m ; R e b e c c a H o s s a c k G a l l e r y i n L o n d o n ; E d i t h C o w e n 

Un i ve r s i t y , P e r t h ; I n t e rna t i ona l S tud io A .F . W . A . F reman t l e ; A i con Ga l l e r y , P a l o A l t o , Ca l i f o rn i a . 

S e l e c t e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n v a r i o u s e x h i b i t i o n s h e l d i n m u s e u m s a n d g a l l e r i e s t h e w o r l d o v e r 

name l y i n Tokyo , Cub a , F rank f u r t , Hamb urg , I t a l y , Hung ry , Bu lga r i a , Y ugos lav i a , Sou th Ko rea , 

N e t h e r l a n d s , P o l a n d , M e x i c o , C h i c a g o , N e w Y o r k , L o s A n g e l e s a n d S y d n e y . I n v i t e d f o r A r t i s t 

Res id enc ies i n Kua la Lumpur , P e r t h , F reman t l e and G uyana . Co l l ec t i on i n Na t i ona l Ga l l e r i es i n 

I n d i a a n d M a l a y s i a ; a n d v a r i o u s p r i v a t e c o l l e c t o r s n a m e l y E . M . S c h o o , C h e s t e r H e r v i t z a n d 

many o the r s . S tud io and res idence i n De lh i .

Sho bh a B ro o ta
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A Fe l l ow o f t he La l i t Ka l a Akad em i , he r ece i ved t he Ka la Ra t na awa r d f r om t he A l l I nd i a F i ne 

A r t s and C ra f t s Soc ie t y i n 2001 , and was con f e r r ed t he P ad ma Sh r i i n 1991 . G rad ua t i ng f r om 

A . S . Co l l eg e [S r i nag a r—J&K] , he sub sequen t l y he ld cu l t u ra l scho la r sh ip s i n F l o rence and P a r i s . 

Among o t he r t h i ng s , he has b een t he ed i t o r o f Though t , I nd i an L i t e ra tu re , co -ed i t o r o f A r t and 

Poe t r y ; he was t he a r t c r i t i c consecu t i ve l y o f t wo f o remos t da i l i e s o f New De lh i , f r om t he ea r l y 

s i x t i e s on t o 2000 .

H i s p u b l i s h e d w o r k s i n c l u d e s e v e r a l m o n o g r a p h s o n I n d i a n a r t i s t s , a s w e l l a s 1 8 v o l u m e s o f 

ve r se i n E ng l i sh , t he l as t o f wh ich t wo ( t i t l ed S ub con t i nen ta l and V i s i ons I l l um ina t i ons ) we re 

pub l i shed l a t e i n 2004 .

He was t he co - f ounde r and t he f i r s t P res iden t o f t he Poe t r y S oc ie t y ( I nd ia ) , and i s t he p resen t 

P res iden t o f P oe t r y C lub ( I nd ia ) , New De lh i .

C u r a t i n g a r t e x h i b i t i o n s , a l s o l e c t u r i n g , o n I n d i a n a r t a n d p o e t r y , h e h a s t r a v e l l e d w i d e l y i n 

I nd ia and e l sewhe re ove r t he decades .

Kesh av Ma l i k
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A cknow ledgemen t

I f I m a y s a y s o w i t h o u t f a l s e m o d e s t y , I a m n o m o r e t h a n a w e e , w a n d e r i n g p a r t i c l e , w h o s e 

ve r y ex i s t ence - - bo t h ma te r i a l , a s sp i r i t ua l , has b een mad e p oss ib l e , and pe rhap s wo r t hwh i l e , 

by a who le un i ve r se o f he lp f u l , g i v i ng i nd i v id ua l s . My hea r t g oes ou t t o each one o f t hem. Any 

v i r t ue I may happen t o have i s en t i r e l y due t o t he i r uns t i n t i ng a f f ec t i on f o r me . sb
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